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CRIME VICTIMS' RIGHTS

Pennsylvania law provides rights for crime victims/survivors. The Office of Victim Advocate (OVA)
facilitates these rights when an offender is sentenced to a state sentence (ie a maximum sentence of
two or more years). In order to receive the range of rights available, victims should register with OVA.
Registration is confidential. Primarily, these rights include the option to receive various notifications
about the status of the offender and the option to provide input if/when the offender becomes parole
eligible or applies for a pardon/clemency.

Additionally, crime victims in PA have numerous restorative justice programs that they may choose to
take part in at any time that feels comfortable for them.




RE STO RATIVE Restorative justice is a cooperative practice

that seeks to repair as much harm as possible

J U STIC E - to victims and communities harmed by crime.

Crime victims/survivors have different needs and can experience long lasting effects of
trauma as a result of crime. Some victims wonder if the offender is sorry for what they did
or what they’ve been doing to rehabilitate while incarcerated. All restorative justice
programs are voluntary — on both sides — and are facilitated by trained OVA professionals.

Inmate Apology Bank

The Inmate Apology Bank provides crime victims/survivors with the option to
receive an apology letter, if they wish. The program allows state inmates/
parolees to write a voluntary apology letter to be stored in a “"bank” without
violating no contact policies or PFA orders.

Victim Offender Dialogue

This is a victim-initiated program that allows victims and offenders to discuss
the harm in a safe and secure way. Trained facilitators prepare both parties for a
face to face meeting and provide accompaniment for that discussion in a trauma
informed manner.

Resilient Voices

The goal of the Resilient Voices program is to provide a space for survivors to
share their personal experience, strength and hope in a setting that matches
their individual goals. OVA has a pool of passionate survivors available to speak
about sexual assault, domestic violence, childhood sexual abuse, homicide, drug
related deaths, the devastation of losing a child, and other topics related to
victimization.

Training

Because most citizens come in contact with victims, even if they don’t know it,
one priority of our training programs is to prepare communities to work and
communicate effectively with victims and treat them with dignity and respect.
Educational workshops are offered across the state, including inside state
prisons, community events, and more.

OVA team members are available to discuss each of these programs with you and your
families. Trained staff members are also available to travel across Pennsylvania to your
community to discuss victims’ rights, services, and restorative justice practices.

Reach OVA at 800.563.6399 or RA-OVAinfo@pa.gov.



